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REVELATION
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Discussion will include  

ÅIcons 

ÅNumbers  

ÅComplicated Phraseology 

ÅThe Opposing Eternal Forces 

ÅThe Relevance of the Letter for Personal 
and Collective (Church) Spiritual Growth  

ÅThe Churchôs Ministry in a Skeptical World 

ñA Contemporary View of a Complex Letter 

(Revelation) addressed to the First Century 

Christians.ò
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THE LETTER OF STARK 

CONTRASTS

Å Angels - Beasts  

Å Heaven ïHell

Å Beginning ïEnd

Å Feast ïFamine

Å New ïOld

Å Light ïDarkness

Å Faithful ïUnfaithful

Å The Misery of Defeat ïThe Ecstasy of Triumph

Evil Wins Some Battles - Good Always Wins The War 
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LETTER OF CONFLICT

ÅEvangelism Persuasion

ÅNon Profit Status ïIRS Deductions

ÅEvangelical Splits

ÅAnti Ecumenicity

ÅApathy

ÅAnxiety

ÅAnimosity

ÅAggravation
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THE TITLE REVELATION

Å It is not Revelations as some misquote.

Å It reveals but ONE Revelation... 

Å Jesus Christ.  ~Revelation 1: 1 (a).

A Lamb Slainé

Seven Horns   Omnipotent

Seven Eyes    Omniscient

Seven Spirits   Omnipresent ~Revelation 5: 6
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The Beatitudes (7)

for Reading this Letter

1. Blessed is the one who reads the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it 
and take to heart what is written in it, because 
the time is near. (1: 3)

2. Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
now on. "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest 
from their labor, for their deeds will follow 
them.ñ(14: 13)

3. Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his 
clothes with him, so that he may not go naked 
and be shamefully exposed. (16:15)

4. Blessed are those who are invited to the 
wedding supper of the Lamb!  And he added, 
"These are the true words of God." (19: 9)
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The Beatitudes (7)

for Reading this Letter

5   Blessed and holy are those who have part in 

the first resurrection. The second death has 

no power over them, but they will be priests of 

God and of Christ and will reign with him for a 

thousand years. (20: 6)

6. Blessed is he who keeps the words of the 

prophecy in this book. (22: 7)

7.  Blessed are those who wash their robes, that 

they may have the right to the tree of life and 

may go through the gates into the city. (22: 14)
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The Revelation of St John: 

Title page - Latin Edition of 1511

1497-98

Woodcut, 39 x 28 cm

Staatliche Kunsthalle, Karlsruhe

ONE Revelation... 

Jesus Christ.
~Revelation 1: 1 (a).

A Lamb Slainé

Seven Horns   

Omnipotent

Seven Eyes    

Omniscient

Seven Spirits   

Omnipresent 
~Revelation 5: 6
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Warning?
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Most Apocalyptic exhortations interpreted; therefore, are aimed at 

chastening and reforming their hearers with threats of punishment and 

rewards in the coming ñend times." A brief apocalyptic vision is found in The 

Gospel of Mark chapter 13 and is sometimes called the "Little Apocalypse" 

and parallel passages can be found in Matthew 24 and Luke 21.

However; I maintain that from the standpoint of Jesusô teaching, it is aimed 

at showing the consequences of negative decisions.

Reveal implies Warning

Old Testament apocalyptic - 600 BCE - CE 

Canonical:--

Isaiah 23 ï35 

Jeremiah 14 ï26 + 33 

Ezekiel 2:8; 38 - 39

Joel 3:9 - 17 

Zech. 12 -15 

Daniel. 
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More Apocalyptic Literature

Å Extra-canonical 

ï Palestinian: 

Å (200-100 B.C.) 

ï Book of Noah. 

ï 1 Enoch 6 - 26; 52 - 90 

ï Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs 

Å (100 B.C. to 1 B.C.) 

ï 1 Enoch 1: 5;  37 - 53; 91 - 104 

ï Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, i.e. T. Lev 10   14 - 16., T. Jud. 21:6 ï23; T. Zeb9; T. 
Dan. v. 6, 7. 

ï Psalms of Solomon. 

Å (A.D. 1-100 and later.) 

ï Assumption of Moses. 

ï Apocalypse of Baruch. 

ï 4 Ezra. 

ï Greek Apocalypse of Baruch. 

ï Apocalypse of Zephaniah. 

ï Apocalypse of Abraham. 

ï Prayer of Joseph. 

ï Book of Elided and Modad. 

ï Apocalypse of Elijah. 
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More Apocalyptic Literature

o Hellenistic: Hellenistic Period ( 332 - 63 B.C. ) 

Á 2 Enoch. 

Á Oracles of Hystaspes. 

Á Testament of Job. 

Á Testaments of the III. Patriarchs. 

Á Sibylline Oracles (excluding Christian 

portions). 
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Numbers

Å2 is confirmation and valid testimony (Gen 1: 16; Mt 18: 20 ;Rev 11: 3, 10)

Å3 is divine or counterfeit parody (1: 4, 8; 17: 8) or (trisagion: holy, holy, holy,  4: 8)

Å3 ½ is a limited or indefinite period and variations occur 

as in 42 months, 1260 days, time, times and a half, and 

half time. (12: 6) 

Å4 is a number for created order and associated with four 

corners of the earth, compass points, and or four winds.

(7: 1)  Associated with earth (5: 9); creation sings (5: 13); destruction of earth (16: 18)  humankind (9: 15)

Å7 is a combined number, 3 (heaven) and 4 (earth) 

created  order. It represents perfectness, fullness, or 

creation. (5:12; 7:12; 6:15) also 7 letters, churches, vials, bowls, trumpets, seals, angels, lamp stands 

and stars.
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More Numbers

Å10 Represents indefinite and enormity         
(horns, 13: 1) 

Å12 A combination of 4 x 3 to represent 

perfect fullness. 12 x 12 x 1000 (14: 1)
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Number  Significance

Gematria

In the Book of Revelation seven positively 

stands out: there are seven golden 

candlesticks, seven letters to seven

churches, a book sealed with seven seals, 

seven angels standing before the Lord 

with seven trumpets, seven thunders and 

seven last plagues. In fact there are over 

54 occurrences of the number seven in 

Revelation alone. 



16

7 (Seven)

Å 4 = Complete  4 winds-4 directions

Å+3 = Perfect

7 = Perfect Completeness 

Å4 x 7 = 28 Lunar

Å4 x 7 = 28 Ovulation

Å4 x 7 x 10 = 280 Human Gestation

Å6 + 1 = 7  Week  
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The Ancient of Days
From Montfauconôs Antiquities 

Bernard de Montfaucon, French scholar, b. in 1655 

It is in this form that Jehovah is generally pictured by the Cabbalists. The drawing is 

intended to represent the Demiurgus of the Greeks and Gnostics, called by the 

Greeks "Zeus, the Immortal Mortal," and by the Hebrews "IHVH." MPH

Revelation 1: 14

Daniel 7: 9, 13, 22



18

How Do You Read It?

Secure Provision

1: 1 ï19

4 - 5

Unstable Conditions

3 - 19

Perpetual Security

20 - 22

ȷ ɋ 

Donôt Worry

Be Happy

The Revelation is 

Jesus Christ (1: 1a)

God Is Sovereign and

through Jesus Christ

the world is ordered 

yesterday, today, and 

forever. (1: 8)
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GOD HOLDS THE WORLD

Heôs Got The Whole World in His Hands
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A New Order

ÅThe Lordôs Day (1: 10)

VThe Sabbath is on the Seventh Day

VSunday is on the Eighth Day

VThe Eighth Day becomes the first day

VThe first day becomes the Lordôs day

VThe New order is

üThe Revelation of Jesus Christ (1: 1a)
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Seven Churches

Å Seven is the perfect number for God

1. It is complete, collective, and implies Universal

2. The seven churches are used as the defining 

model for the universal church

3. The message, presence, and  word of the Lord 

to each of the churches regarding their 

condition is universally applicable   
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The Format for the Message

ÅEach letter addressed to angel (messenger)

ÅSelf discloser with a descriptive phrase(s)

ÅEach church is provided an ñI Knowò

ÅEach church receives a censure, a call to 

repent, and/or a warning

ÅEach church is encouraged to ñHearò 

ÅAll receive a Promise   
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The Condition Of Each Church

ÅEphesus  Unfaithfulness (lost first Love)

ÅSmyrna  Beware  (choices are dangerous)

ÅPergamum  Infidelity (idolatry/fornication)

ÅThyatira  Compromise (tolerate -teaching)

ÅSardis  Somnolence (façade alive/dead)

ÅPhiladelphia  Instability (testing is painful)

ÅLaodicea  Complacent (lukewarm)
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Map

of the Seven Churches of Rev.2-3

in Turkey:

1

X

120 mi

2

3

4

5
6

7
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A View Of Godôs Time And Place

ɋȷ I AM
Genesis 1: 1 Revelation 1: 1aGenesis 28: 13

Exodus 3: 14

John 1: 1 ï4

John 8: 58

Baptism Luke 3: 22

Transfiguration Luke 9: 35

He (Jesus) is

Light, Life, Bread, Water,

Resurrection, All in All

Way, Truth, Life

Yesterday

Today 

Forever

Hebrews 13: 8

Secure Provision

1: 1 ï19

4 - 5

Unstable Conditions

3 - 19

Perpetual Security

20 - 22

Sin is

Absence of God

Hell is

Absence of God

(Lamb) Light is Absence of Darkness (Beast)



26

Ephesus (lost first love) 
(2: 1 ï7)

Stable

Unstable

Stable

From (2: 1b)

To (2: 1a) See 1: 1

For Revelation

Transition  

I Know (2: 2 ï3)

Sin (2: 4 ï5a)

Repent (2: 5b) 

Hear (2: 7a)

Promise (2: 7b)
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Cherokee Wisdom...

Two Wolves

One evening an old Cherokee man told his grandson about a

battle that goes on inside people. He said, "My son,

The battle is between two 'wolves' inside us all.

One is Evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret,

greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment,

inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority and ego.

The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope,

serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence,

empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith."

The grandson thought about it for a minute

and then asked his grandfather,

"Which wolf wins?"

The old Cherokee man simply replied, "The one you feed."


